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JOHN OROES, OF NEW JRSHY, ELECTED TO SUCCEED BISHOP JARVIS 


At the thirty-thixd convention ef the Diecese ef Connecticut, meet= 
ing at Christ Church, Middletewn, on June 7-8, 1815, the Rev. John 
Croes, of New Brunswick, Ne Je, was elected on the second ballot cast 
by the clergy. The laity immediately approved the action, and a com 
mittee was appointed to notify Dr. Oroes of his election, consisting of 
the Hone Samuel W. Johnson, Burrage Beach, B8q., the Rev. Philo Shelton and 
the Rev. Ashbel Baldwin, or some time, pariehes in New Jereay had sontem 
plated organizing themselves into a diocese, and fearing to lose Dr. Croes to Connecti- 
cut, they proceeded to elect him their first bishop. The followne letter, written to 
the Rev. John Rudd, rector at Hlisabeth Tom, discusses the crisies it comes from our 
rich collection of early lettera; 


H Brunswick 20 June 19815 
Sir, 
It has been in contemplation for some time past, to elect a Bishop for this 
Diocese And the Church here, think it highly proper that we should now be represented 
_ in the House of Bishops-- Doctor Croes has been elected Bishop of Comecticut, and 
should he accept the appointment, we shall not only lose one of the most respectable of 
our Clergy, but it may opsrate to defer to a distant day, the filling of that office-- 
we have been appointed by our Church to bring this subject forward and for the pur 
pose of ascertaining the sentiments of other Ohurches, we have thought it best to have 
a meeting, by Delegates, at the House of abel Clarksons at Milton on Wednesday the 28; 
dune Inst. at 11 0 Clock in the forenoon. We therefore respectfully invite a delega- 
tion from your Church to meet us, at the time ami place above, to confer on the 
steps proper to be taken in the present crisis. and if it shall be so agreed, to give 
notice to all the Churches, that the Hlection of a 
Bishop will be moved at the Convention to mest at 
Trenton in Augwet next 


We are respectfully 
Your ob! serv? 
Rob! Boggs 


PRESTON. 


Isaac Lawrence 
w" p. Deare 


} 
“POQUETANNOCK,” 


WESTERN VIEW OF 
The church, built soon after 1734, is seen at the extreme right of the picture 
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MBOTIOUT PLACR NAM BS INDMXED 14 RIDGS¥IELD. Hist, Mage, 1, 64 STRATYORD. Bist. Mags, III, 222; 


: VIII, 403; XIII, 85; XVI, 204 


RGi for their significunoe in SHARON. Hist. Mags, I, 68, 65 XX, L74fL. 


lican Ghuroh history. This im 
tant periodical deserves better 


port from Ohurotme than it is 
siving. 

MIFORD. Hist, Mag., II], 287. 
[DGHPORT. Hist, Mag., II, 21 
WaAN. Hist. Mag., XII, 275ff. 
SSHIRB. Hist. Mag., XI1, 276ff. 
GBURY. Hist. Mag., I, 51, 65 


iBY « Hist. Mac., 16 71ln. XII, UB 
xX, 182ff. 


SHAM. Hist. Mage, XII, 275ff. 


[RFIBLD. Hist. Mag., XIII, 86ff. 
xx, 184f¢. 


INGTON. Hist. Nage, I, 194 


aN WI CH Hist. Mag., I, &; 
xm, 1742f. 


[LFORD. Hist. Mage, I, 62n. 
DAM. Hist, Mag., X11, 275¢f. 


BRON. His eel pees 79 5. 81; 
xl, 85ff.; xk, 173ff., 179ff. 


ISH NECK. Hist. Mag., I, 54-55 
LING WORTH « Hist. Mage, I, 62n. 


MCHHIELD. Hist. Mag., XII, 7; 
III, 221; XX, 179ff. 


IDLETOWN.e Hist. Mag-, III, 59; 
9 62n, 196, 198; XX, 179ff. 


J HAVEN. Hist. Mag-, XII, 7; 
III, 8, 120, 136, 141, 227-228; 
xx, 175ff. 


¥ LONDON. Bist. Yage, Lit, 133, 
223; XII, 65ff-; xX, 176ff., 403, 
452-455. 

Y MILVORD. Hist. Mage, III, 57 


TO We Bist. Mages I, 55; Ili, 221; 
xiiI, 85ff.; xXx, 165ff. 


WHAURY. Hist. Mag-, I, 71ne 


WALK. Hist, Mage, I, 54, 194: 
MII, 7; III, S5ff. 


2WI Gi. Hist. Mage, xt, 166ff. 


FORD. ste 9 I, 71ne 


DING. Hist, Mag-, I, 56; XIII, 
65rff. 


SIMS BURY. Hist. Mage, ZIT, 73 
STAUYOKD. Hist. Mag., XII, 7; 


STANWICK. Ste Mi 9 I, 56 


STRATFISLD. Hist. Mage, XII, 7 


WALLINGFORD. Hist. Mage, IIT, 66-57 


I WaT SRAURY,. Hist. Mag., ate Tine: 
' “11, 7; xX, 15fe. 


XX, 179ff., 186. 


51-56, 76; XX, 160ff. 


WSST HAVEN. Hist. Mage, I, 711,41. 


WOODBURY. es TI, 113, III, 


217, 223, 22, 227; II (June), 
26 


BISHOP SRAMRY'S OBRIIFICATS OF CONS BORATION a3 BISHOP 


In the last issue of The Historjogramer, we printed a facsimile of this 
important document, one of those recently discovered at the General Theolog- 
ical Seminary in New York. fhanks to Professor Albert Merriman, of Trinity 
College, we publish herewith an exact transcription and a faithful transla- 
tion. Professor Merriman thinks that the Latinity of the last parenthesis 
seems doubtful, but the general sense is obvious; 


IN DY NOMINE AMaN 


Omnibus ubique Catholicia per Presentes pateat----Nos Robertum Kilgour 
Wiseratione Divina Epigoopum Aberdonien. Arthurum Petrie Bpiscopum saer. 
et Moravien. et Joannes Skinner Spisocopum Ooadiutoren, Myeteria Sacra 
Domini nostri Jesu Christi in Oratorio supradicti Joanmis Skinner apad Aber- 
doniam celibrantes Divini Numinis Praeaidio fretos (presemtibus tam e Clero 
quam @ Populo Testibus idoneis) Samnuelem Seabury Dootoren Divinitatis, 
Sacro Presbyteratue Ordine jam decoratum, ac lo bis prae Vitae integritate 
Mo rum probitate et Orthodoxia commendatim, et ad docendum et regendum aptuma 
et idoneum, ad sacrum et sublimem Bpisoopatus Ordinen promovisse et rite as 
canonice secundum Morem et Ritus Bcolesiae Scoticange Consecrasse Die Bovem- 
bris Decimo Quarto, Anno ABrae Christianae---Millesimo, septengintesimo oc=- 
tagesimo quarto. In cujus rei Teatimonium, Instrumento huic (Chirographis 
sostris prius munito) Sigilla nostra apponi mandavimus > 


Robertus Kilgour Spiscopus et Primus 
Arthurua Petrie Episoopus aR 
Joannes Skinner Hpisocopus vies 


In the Name of God, amend 


To all Catholics everywhere by the present letter let it be mow that 
we, bert Kilgour, by the mercy of God, Bishop of Aberdeen, Arthur Petrie, 
Bishop of Ro@s and Moray, ami John Skinuer, Bishop Coadjutor, celebrating 
the holy myateriee of our lord Jesus Ohrist in the oratory of the aforesaid 
John Skinner in Aberdeen, trusting in the protection of the Divine Spirit 
(there being present competent witnesses fromthe clergy a8 well as from the 
people) have promoted to the holy and sublime order of the epismpate, and 
duly and canonically consecrated according to the custom and rites of the 
Scottish Church, Samuel Seabury, Doctor of Divinity, already adorned with 
the saored order of the presbyterate, md commended to us for the integrity 
of his life, the pureness of hie morale, md for his orthodoxy, and fit and 
suitable for teaching and directing, on the fourteenth day of Hoveber, in 
the year of the Christian Bra, the thousandth seven hundredth and eighty- 
fourth. In testimony of which, to this instrusent (previously made ready for 
(by?) our chirograybers) we have ordered our seals affixed.” 
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Front view of Bishop Skinuner’s house, Longacre, aberdeen, 
pre Bishop Seabury wa consecrated in 1784. 

Ghapel adjoining, bailt with the Disabilities Act ms re- 
pled in 1792. 


BISZOP 


On page 72 ef the Jew Haven Gasette and the Qonnesticat 
gazing for April 13, 1706, we read; “Bishop Seabury baving 
tely perfomed the cer@any of Confirmation in the tow of . 
aton, has been severely bandled on that acoount in the pab- 
© newypapers of that tow." 


The Continmtel Journal amd the Weekly advertiser (Bos- 
n), for Mareh 30, 1786, announces, ‘On Pritay lust the 
~. Bishop Seabury administered the rite of Confirmation, 
@rinity Churob, to upwards of thirty persons. It was in- 
oduced by a discourse delivered by the Bishop, shewing the 
seesity and importance of the ceremony." 


The Inderendent Chronicle: and the Universal Advertiser 
Opy Supposed to be in the american Antiquarian Society) for 


ril 7, 1786; (We copy from a typescript in the archives) 


SBABURY'S P@ROUBLBES 


BRPISOOPACY 


truly entertaining most have been the interview between 
@ ezomtrioc Barebones and that great Bdy of Divinity, the 
Fth-abont Bishop, in their journey to Providence on Satur- 
y last, a well as their conversation in the stagecoach. 

corresponient who heartily laughed at the latter, bas fa- 

ured us with the following ourious part of it. 


i 


. Myr. Baredones, I] think it was neither decent 
Fr polite in you, to fire such a nuaber of equibs against 
 sacerdotal, hierarchical character, in the Béton new- 
pers, while J was in that town, officially employed apon the 
et serious and important discharge of my apostolic fanc- 
ons, exhorting, teaching, and communioating that truly di- 
ne Sootch spirit, wich at so much charge, difficulty and 
nger, I had travelled so far to aoquire, for the geseral 
mefit and ghostly consolation of our Moth er= charch, cae 
doh I 80 generously distributed among such of your town’s 
ike a8 were willing to receive the same. 


e i think it was neither ag pie Pan ure t8 
| to intrale your lawm-sleeve int a tom 
ier geke pablic sects catioa professed most heartily to 
epise,---to dassle its inhabitants ty & show of falee dig- 
ty, and to insult them by o nonsensical pretence of divine 
eafolio authority. Ry your gmerosity, 1 suppose you mean 
% asking more than a guinea & head for Confirmation, though 
w took all you could gets; you did not answer with St. Pet- 


er, “thy mong perish with thee, besame thou hast thought 
the gift of Cod may be purchased ath money,” bas received 1¢ 
with s bow, af furtune-tellers do. You have given, however, 


one proof of your wisdom, by quitting the farce in time, fer 
a you bed not, Barebones would have givea you repeated drub- 
AGE o 


Miabene Mr. Barebones, you mow the apostle saye, “Be 
that doe not work @hall not eat,” and that "ery man ought 
Giligently to labour in his woostion.” If I have taken Op 
the trade of a Bishop, 1% aurdy becomes my indispensable duty 
to work at 1%; and indeed I have found it a far preferable 
e@@ to that of Payaic, which I once followed, ani mach better 
than you find the Law is your native tow. I h@e experienced, 
that, in Boéton, Godlinese is great gain, and eo the weight of 
one of my @mallest trun wuld convince you. As to the di- 
Vine right, ani regular apostolic succession from St. Poter, 

1 kupw you do not believe it, nor do I, privataly, but the 

misterics of every trade ought not to be exposed to ths eye of 
the bigots, who dare not trust their ow reason, nor will pre 
dence approve of revealing thes to the vulgar and illiterate. 


Aarxakones- That you think eating a divine injunction, 
1 am already convinoed, ty your practice; and if your pro- 
feseional abilities were in proportion to your masticating 
powers’, you would indeed be a great Doctor, fhe Prayers of 
your oharoh too, show the game principle, for while you sup- 
plicete the great God of Marvels to give Bishops the “health- 
ful spirit of his grace", you add a desire that he wuld wrk 
for you "the means of good living." I do not think it em 
traordinary, but Very natural, thet you sbould work at your 
trade, ] omly Say your profession is a trade. Juglers, Con- 
jurere, Rare-Show aa, ani Rope-Dancerm, are in this view 
tradesmen too, ani fools support them by attending, and paying 
for their exhibitions. I only wish te make those I estea 
eee the absurdities of your trade, while I smile in contest 
at those followers who suffer thesselve to be abused into 6 
belief of your"miraculous power." Phe first Bishop in the 
World wus a present that superstition made wm stupidity, 
oharging her however to onceal it from reason, in order to 
preserve the honour of ber Mother-(aurche Your sneer at ny 
profeseion, pate me in mind of the celebrated Quack-Dootor 
Book, who said he ws more successful than e good physician, 
because, a8 nine-teenths of the people of London were fools, 
be of course had nine patients t the othere’ ome. J suppose, 
however, you mean either to mep this sentiment to yoursalf, 
or not to retum to Beton, for you will not find the inhali- 
tants of my native towns to be eo vulgar and illiterate (sor 
perhaps eo tame) a8 you think the to be. 


Bishon- well, since you se@ willing to let every one 
live by his profession, am even a Bishop to gain a god liv- 
ing by his trade, why @re you for exposing the absuriities of 
that trade to your townamen? In this there appeare a great 
inco mistenay of conduct; for it you take away the absurdi- 
ties, the outward forme, the ceremonies, and the belief of 
our possessing and conveying a miraculous power, the profes- 
sion will at once be rendered contemptible, and I shall be as 
little gased at as old Doctor i- —y, no more believed in 
ad a divine creature, possessed of powers and virtuss of oe 
superior kind. In short, reduce me a2 1 am before the ailx~ 
ror of truth and reason, and J] shall eink dow to a level with 
@ common dissent ing minister, who from the contributions of 
hie congregutions, 18 pemitted barely to exist. In comma 
charity, therefore, desist, nor in future expose the oraft, 


lest you bring to poverty and distress, a friend and relation 
of your own, who would never act se unfairly by you, sor by 
any of your honest profession, waioh is generally conversant 
not omly with fools, but also with the maves of society. 


Parebones- You mistake me, Doctor. I am not willing to 
let imposters pases undetected. Phat you might exercise tha 
trede, is on a supposition that only Mole will suffer you to 
do so, ani the imposition may be ansidered as a proper pan- 
ishment of their folly; But I wish to reform this geamess, 
and convinee your adherents of your impudence, and of their 
oredwlity. Way did you not keep to your firet prof ess ion? 


ee ee 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 


https://archive.org/details/ historiographer 1954-06. 8 


OW might have succeeded there, for the same reason that was 
Boe given by « bed painter who turned physician, “When I be- 
ended canvas (ssid he) everybody saw my blunders, but now 2 
ary them ali with my patients.” It wma that iteh for gue 
hority, which your vanity kept in constant irritation, that 
mdaced you to act this part, and you deserve to be held up 

© the mirror of truth end reason, that your trae features may 
pear, —— 


“Por 1°11 hold you a groat, and I wish I could see't, 
“If your stookings were off, you wuld show oloven 
feet.” 


jar profession, it is troe,. bave much to do with knaves and 
fools, and it perhaps the habit of finding them out in the 
ourse of my practice, that has enabled me so easily to de- 
@Ot youe---- The consistency of my charucter will alwaye in- 
luce me to expose you as much as I oan, more especially as 

fou happem to be eo relation. 


- Bishop. I wish, Mr. Burebones, to be upon good terns 
with you, and with all men, even with old Dr. Ch-----—y, and 
phe whole knot of your brethren, the Whige; but I cannot pa 
piently aubait to such opprobrious epithets und scurilous 
language, which even in my own presence, you have 80 anpro- 
rokedly, and go indecently throw at me; for the futore, I 
Sxpect better treatment from you, more consonant to thut of 

a gentleman and a relation; but if you will «so on railing at 
n@ like » mad man, I shall complain of you to wy cousin your 
father, ami rejuest him to confine you, shave your head, and 
apply the oupping glass, or a good wana blister. On the other 


band if you will behave more tenperately and decently in fu- 
ture, I will acknowledge you as my friend, take a chearful 
glass, and smoke a sooial pipe with you at the next inn, were 
i wish we were arrived, for J find the eutrails of the church 
begin to gnaw hard for something good from the spit and the 
pot. God bless us! Here is the inn ahead! 4ll malice 
apart, friend Barebones; all malice apart. 


¢ hue like o thief in te Bight do you e- 
deavour to coax the honest mastiff, who growls and will not 
permit the robbery; but it will not do, Dootor, I will not 
Only barx, but bite too, and you shall be hunted dow if it 
is in my power to do #0; und I am sure I shall not basard 
the displeasure of the greater ani mst respectable part of 
those who adopt the Bpisoopal form of wrehip in america, and 
who, not only in Boston, bat from ew York to Georgia, unifo m- 
ly despise you, und refupe obedience to your pretended author- 
ity. You msy Suppose me mad or not, as you please, for 1 care 
not a fig for your opinion; This, by the ty, ie an honour 
you cao never arrive at, for to lose one’s senses is an im 
plied acknowledgment that one had some to lose. Your fat 
brain will never be suspected to produce an idea bayond the 
absolute Sensuality you eo e@aphatioally express on seeing the 
inn. whether in religion you be really a obristien ora me- 
terialiet, 1 will not determine, but it is clear that your 
vhole composition {8 an assemblage of Matter, and I wm glad we 
have arrived at the inn, that I may breathe a little without 
respiring that disagreeable efflavia that proceeds from it. 


(HRB BiDBTH THA *IRSP Legon.) 


LETTER FROM SANUML PARK MR TO THA REV. DANIEL WOO at PONSRE 
(In the letter collection of the Diocese.) 


ston July 17 1783 


Dear Sir ‘i 
Yours of the 2° Instant I received sometime since & 

have replied thereto by a M™ Cady of Plainfield buy suspect he 
fs not yet left this Tow, baving sold w Bill ofet 2% 3t& for 
Juige Lightfoot, he drew an Order on me for the Amo't in fa- 
vour of this Oady & believe that he tms not yet juite spent all 
the money, e8 soon as this is effected I suppose you will be 
in the Way of getting my Letter ty him. This momé youre of 
14 wus hunded me, the Affair of your not waiting for me I fin- 
ished in my last. I am glad to hear that the Matter of an 
erioan gpiscopate is in such a probable way of succeeding. 
ou ask my Opinion of the Measure. J answer 1 like the rlan 
ery well & the Ferson pitohed upon tho’ personally unknow to 
e@, from the character J have had of him, is the most proper 
f any. My fears are a little alamed by the Circumstance of 
is being a Refugee; Any Persons coming into hew Mgland with 
omplete Orders or in character of a Bishop 1 feur will alam 
or Puritans & put then upon devising Means of preventing his 
arrying amng us. Will they sot then take poe advantage of 
he present Disposition of the Populuce tow the absentees & 

Use of that Weapon to keep him amy? and therefore 16 a 
roper Man could be found for that Office, wuld it not huve 
een more eligible to have pitched upon ome that wis not an 
‘beentee? AS one Bishop wuld be sufficient for the New mg 
nd Statea & New York, I could also have wished thut all the 
ergy in the five States hud been consulted upon the ohoice, 
that might have proved the Means of objection arising hare 
ter fra his being rather imposed ujon them than the Object 
of their free choice. The Dean & chapter of the Diocese with 
the Right of electing a Bishop is vested in gngland, must 
@ represented in this Country by all the Purocbial clergy 
thin his Jurisdiction. However I um far from & Desire to 
tart any objections to the Plan myself, but only hint these 
5 what might have obviated any Objections that othore my 
ereafter raise. J sincerely wish that the Plan may succeed 
ven beyond our met sanguine Expectations, & thet the Doctor 
not be obliged to use the Alternative you say he is in- 
trusted to do. I have no Doubt in my own Mind that that if 
@ Matter is properly conducted he will receive complete Or 
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dere from the ArchBY of Cunterbury ty a special Mandate from 
his Mujesty. Bat another yuestion ocours how will he be sup- 
ported? He certainly ought to have such a Living at least as 
will enable him to keep & public Table, for as his House must 
often be the xesort of othe Clergmen, he she be enabled to 
treat then hospitably, & if he bss only the Salary of a Mis- 
6 ionury or w common Parish, he will not be in Circuns tances 
tc do this. He ought ulso to have w Curate or Chaplain wose 
business will be to examine Cundidates for Orders & present 
thez 48 well as to assist him in puroccohial wuty. The Resolu- 
tion of this must be an after Comideretion. 


We had w grund Oommencement at Cambridge yesterday when 
the honorary Degree of Doot® of Law was conferred on MN? Bow 
doin & that of Doot*® of Physio on DF Holyoke of Salas. I have 


had no late Letters from Sngland which I a little wonder at as 
60 many Vesesele bave lately arrived from thence. Please to 
make my best Respects to MT Malbone & Lady & Niece; I suppose 
they bave received particular accounts of the Death of u* 
Hutobingon wiich happened the very Day after I was at your How: 
Mise Betsey Hunter from Newport ie now in this Tow at dD Lloyd's 
&1 beli@e wil spend the Rensinder of the Summer here. Hoth- 
ing epecial in the political Wrid has occurred lately. 


1 om your friend & Bro{ther} 


FB 1 expect to have 3. Parker 
the ¥ieh ready to send 
by the middle or latter end of next Nonth. 
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